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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 /026W 

102474 

O221706Z JAN 76 

EM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 5955 

INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 

SECRET DAMASCUS 0368 

EXDIS 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, LE, EG, JO, SY 

SUBJECT: LEBANON AND INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES 

REE: STATE 16199, DAMASCUS 365, DAMASCUS 366, DAMASCUS 367 

1. CONSIDER FACT ENCOURAGING THAT KHADDAM, SHIHABI 
AND JAMIL ARE STILL IN BEIRUT. NOTE OF OPTIMISM AND 
RELIEF REPORTED EARLIER TODAY (DAMASCUS 366) IN PRESS 
AND PRIVATE OEFICIAL COMMENT SEEMS TO BE SPREADING IN 
DAMASCUS IN WAKE OF STATEMENT EROM LEBANESE PRESIDENCY 
THAT FRANJIEH HAS AGREED TO SYRIAN PROPOSALS. 

2. 1 AM ATTRACTED BY INTERPRETATION THAT ENTRY OF PLA 
FORCES INTO LEBANON IN RECENT DAYS REPRESENTED BASICALLY 
PART OP SARG'S POLITICAL PRESSURE ON GOL TO BRING 
EXTREMIST MARONITES TO HEEL (DAMASCUS 330). IF 
TRUE, THIS MEANS ASAD IS PLAYING ROUGH WITH 
GOL - NOT TO MENTION RAISING RISK OF ISRAELI REACTION - 
BUT HIS PATIENCE UNDERSTANDABLY RUNNING THIN IN LIGHT 
LEBANESE DELAYING TACTICS OVER SYRIA'S PROPOSALS. 

3. IT NOT YET CLEAR WHAT NATURE OP SYRIAN INVOLVE- 
MENT WILL BE IN SUPREME MILITARY COMMITTEE ANNOUNCED 
IN BEIRUT TO OVERSEE CEASE-FIRE AND AFTERMATH. OUR 
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IN COMMITTEE (AND PERHAPS EVEN ON ITS IMPLEMENTING BODIES) 

WILL BE NECESSARY TO KEEP MECHANISM TOGETHER. THIS 
SHOULD NOT BE SEEN AS SYRIAN "INTERVENTION", BUT AS 
ARISING FROM NECESSITY OE THE SITUATION. 

4. KHADDAM'S STATEMENT TO ATHERTON STRIKES ME AS 
RHETORIC BUT IN ANY CASE THERE NO POSSIBILITY THAT 
SYRIANS WILL THROW UP THEIR HANDS AND REEUSE TO TRY 
AGAIN IE THIS EEEORT DOES NOT TAKE. THEIR INTERESTS 
SIMPLY ARE TOO DEEPLY INVOLVED. ALSO, THEIR OPPOSITION 
TO ANYONE ELSE GETTING INTO THE MEDIATION ACT WAS 
REITERATED TO ME ONLY TODAY BY ASAD'S POLITICAL ADVISOR 
(DAMASCUS 367). 

MURPHY 
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